34                PROM PDKTN TO CALAIS BY LAND.

Our first impressions of Pekin wore not favourable,
for a dustier, noisier, dirtier place it has never bwn
my lot to visit. Upon entering the Mat Ta MOII
Grate the city presents more the appearance of a
huge fair than anything else, for the crowdod ftii'ootft
are lined with canvas booths ami touts as well as
houses-. The roads are very broad, somo so much
so as to dwarf the low rickety dwellinga, gsuuly with
gold and crimson signs and waving Imunui'H, into
insignificance. The streets are wipaved and niist'd
in the centre to a height of throe or four foot for
carriage traffic, the space on oit/lior sido being re-
served for foot-passciagors, though thorn Hid nofc
seem to bo any marked distinction, the carts using
both ways as they liked.

In dry weather the streets of: Pekin arc over
ankle-deep in dust, in wet weather aro simply a
morass. Being worn away in placets into holes of
two or three feet deop, the effects of tho clouds of
dust or showers of water that every cart-wheel
throws up and around may bo imagined. At
intervals of about fifty yards along tho footway aro
holes eight or nine feet deep. Those aro rocoptaelos
for every species of filth; in fact, servo the purpose
of stationary sewers (for Pekin is not drained),
and are only cleaned out when quite full (about
once a week). In very dry weather, whon wator
is scarce, the dust is laid with tho liquid filth they
contain, an operation hardly tending to cool or
purify the atmosphere !

If we, in England, must eat, according to the pro-
verb, a peck of dirt before we die, I feel convinced
that the elderly inhabitants of Pekin swallow at